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FOREIGN PLANTATIONS: 


The Advantages of the Kingdom of England, both abroad 
and at home, by Managing and Ifluing the Drapery and 


Wououllen M anufactuic> uf his Kingdom, under thc An- 
cient Government of the Fellowſhip of Merchant Adven- 


turers of England, 


Humbly offered to Your Lordſhips. 


H E Regulation of Trade being by long experience found as neceſſary as of 
mens perſons, almoſt all particular Trades of the-Subje&, both at home and 
abroad, have for a long Series of time been under Regulation by Corporati- 

ons erected and impowred by Royal Charter, and allowed of in Judicial proceedings 
by the Laws of this Land ; and amongſt others 1n Edward the Firits time, there ſprung 
out of the Company of Mercers, Lozadoz, certain Merchants that attempted the Ma- 
nufacturing the Engliſh Wooll at home, with ſuch ſucceſs, that Azzo 1 296. they ob- 
tained priviledges of Foh# the Second, Duke of Brabazt, and ſetled their Staple for 
Exgliſh Cloth at Aztwerp, joyning, in Society with them all other Exg!iſh Merchants 

reſorting to thole parts: | | 
King Hez. 4. finding that this Trade which hitherto had no other countenance for 
its ſupport, but that of Foreign Princes, and therefore for want of due Government 
was like to decay, tothe great damage of the Nation, (as the very Charter expreſſerth 
it, ) grants them a Charter 1406. whereby the majority had power to make By-Laws 
for the Regulation of Trade, each particular Member continuing to act ſeparately, 
and the beſt he could for his own particular Interelt, and not in a joynt Stock, no 
man being 1n the leaſt limited in point of time, quantity, or price ; which Charter . 
A permar ann hath. 


(2) 


hath ſince been enlarged and confirmed by all the ſucceeding Kings and Queens of this 
Realm. 0 

By vertue of which Charter they made ſuch wholſom By-Laws, for the preventing 
\:auds being put upon Strangers, either by Vending or Packing of falſe Cloth, and 
other Woollen ManufaQtures, That in ſhort time they grew to that reputation be- 
yond the Sea, that ſeveral Princesand chief Magiſtrates of Cities became Competi- 
tors for their Reſidence with them, and in order rthereunto, have vied with each other 
in offering them Immunities and Priviledges above all other Nations, which are till 
enjoyed; Fiz. , 

That the Ez2liſhare always provided with Letters of Safe-ConduQt from the Magj- 
ſtrates under whom they Reſide, with aſſurance of ſix months time tor departure, 
in caſe ofa Rupture, both as to their Perſons and Eſtates : | 

That Ezgliſh Goods ſhall not be liable to Confiſcation, by miſtake of Entry in the 
Cuſtom-houle : 

That Members of the Company pay not the Twentieth part of the Duty upon all 
Goods Imported and Exported, what other Merchants, and even their own SubjeQs 
and all others pay : 

That the Fellowſhip have Civil Juriſdiction for the Adminiſtration of Law and 
Juſtice over and amongſt themſelves : 

That they have the free Exerciſe of. their Religion, as eſtabliſht by the Laws of 
Exgland, and publick places for Gods d'or th 

That the Company are provided with Houſes, both publick and private, for their 
Deputy-Governour, Miniſter, Secretary, and other Officers, Rent-free; and re- 
paired at the charge of the Towns, where they reſide ; and diſcharged of all Taxesand 
publick Duties : o 

That in all caſes of capital Crime, committed by any ofthe Fellowſhip, his Eſtate 
{ſhall nevertheleſs not be confiſcated, but come to his Heirs ; neither the Goods of 


his Principals, or Friends, in his or any other mens hands, be touched or forfeited 
in thoſe caſes : 


By which Priviledgye> the Company hae koaen Fnahled at all times, more eſpeci- 
ally in time of War, to relieve, and ſend home, Engliſh Seamen and Soldiers, 


which ſome years hath coſt the Company a Thouſand pounds per arzum; and yet b 
reaſon of their Eaſe in Taxes, Duties, and Impoſitions, have been able to afford 
their Goods and Cloth cheaper than the Interloper ; in lieu whereof the Company 
are obliged to Import their Woollen ManufaCture to their Mart-Towns. 

The juſt performance of all which Capitulationson both ſides, from timeto time, 
made this Company ſo conſiderable in the time of King Hezry the Seventh, that they 
became the Envy of ſome Merchants, as well Natives as Aliens, inſomuch, that in 
the Twelfth year of his Reign, a Petition was preferred to the then Parliament, 
ſetting forth the Company as Monopolizers : And yet notwithſtanding, that Par- 
liament thought it prudence only to lower the Fine for which all perſons were tobe 
admitted Members thereof, to Ten Marks Sterling, 12 Hey. 7. Cap, 6. ſince which 


rhis Company hath flouriſhed with great ſucceſs and reſpeCt ; and by means thereof, 


have not only prevented many encroachments and exaCtions on their fellow Subje&ts 
abroad ; and by their Services averted many eminent dangers that threatned this 
Nation in Queen Elizabeth's Reign ; and ſupplied the Emergencies of the Crown 
in the time of King James : But have alſo much Augmented and Encouraged the 
Ezeliſh Shipping, and prevented the departure of the Clothing-Trade, and loſs of 
SubjeAs by divers of their By-Laws, ſuchas that none ſhould Export but in Exe/iſh 
Bots, that none ſhould Marry Foreigners, or take Burgerſhip upon them, and 
uch like. 

And further to prevent the Exportation of Wools and Fullers Earth, the Fellow- 
ſhip hath taken more pains, and been at greater expence than all the Corporations 
and Merchants in Ezeland, the Exportation of both which Commodities ſo detri- 


mental to the Clothing-Trade of the Kingdom ſeem juſtly chargeable upon thoſe looſe 
fort of Traders under no Regulation. 
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Notwithſtanding all which advantages ſince His Majeſties happy Reſtauration di- 
vers. in hopes only to make ſome preſent advance to themſelves took the advantage 
to tranſport Worceſter-Cloths into Germany, which then was ſo great a Commodity 
that many Thouſands were Yearly exported thither ; and one ſingle Member hath 
vended three hundred thereof in one day : but ſince ſuch Interloping, it experimen- 
tally appears, that that Branch of the ManufaQuury of the Kingdom, and the Trade 
thereot into the parts of the Companies priviledges through the prattice of the In- 
terloper 1s wholly loſt, and {ſcarce one Piece is Shipped thither in a Year. 

Which divers Aliens perceiving out of deſign to get the further endraping of 
Wool to their own Country, and vending thereof to themſelves, endeavourgll the 
ways they can for the deſtruction of this Company, as well knowing that whileſt 
this Regulation 15 maintained, their Ends can never be obtained. 

In order whereunto the Interloper at firſt by plauſible pretences prevailed on cer- 
tain Clothiers in Devoz and Exoz to Petition the Houſe of Commons againſt this 
Company, which after a full debate came to no other reſult ſave onely a prayer from 
the Houſe to His Majeſty to make an- Experiment by a temporary diſpenſation, 
whether a general Freedom to all to export Woollen ManufaQtures would make a 
more liberal vent than the keeping it under Government : which Experiment His 
Majeſty having made, and in Azzo 1663. by the-Petitions from moſt Clothiers in 
Erglazd, being fatisfied in Council that ſuch diſpMfation had not produced ſuch 
expected effects, but much the contrary, he was pleaſed by his Proclamation to 
reinforce this Companies Charter, with an InjunQion to all Merchants trading to 
thoſe Parts to come into the ſaid Regulation, and be free of the Company, paying 
for their Admiſſion Twenty Marks. 

- So that that Project failing, others have of late taken up the way of Interloping, 
and tranſporting Woollen Cloth into Germany to other Places than where the Com- 


| pany reſides, and have been ſo bold as to make publick profeſſions that they do it 


with a deſign to ruine the Company, which deſign if not prevented, they muſt of 


neceſſity accompliſh, and thereby carry the Woollen ManufaCture from Ergland 


(beſides the Experience of the caſe of Worceſterſhire) for theſe Reaſons : 
Firſt becauſe if they be allowed, then that part of the Capitulativus made be- 


tween the Company, the States Gezeral, and other Foreign Magiſtrates of Citys, 
whereby they are obliged to bring the Engliſh Manufacture to ſuch Mart Towns 
where they reſide, will be broke, the conſequence of which mult naturally be the 
Total loſs of all the Priviledges, and Immunities, by ſuch Stipulations to the Ez- 
gliſh, being at firſt granted in conſideration of the benefit that would accrue to thoſe 
Mart Towns, by making them the Staples, and Places of Commerce. 

The Company being ſetled at the City of Hamburgh, and at no other Place in 
Germany, Merchants and Cloth-buyers make their Reſort thither, to ſupply them- 
ſelves, or give orders from above, which doth encourage the Company to maintain 
FaQtors : breed up in the way of Merchandize, the Sons of the Gentry, and tranſplant 
them thither, and to keep their Ware-houſes furniſhed from 5000 /. to 20c00 /. a 
Man in Woollen ManufaQture, and for encouraging the vent thereof always give fix 
Months time of credit. And 'tis demonſtrable that before the Interlopers interfe- 
red with the Company they exported in one Year upwards of 95000. Cloths and 
50000. Perpetuanoes and other Woollen ManutaCture, proportionable, which then 
received for the good of the Exgliſh Nation their full ManufaQtury in Ezg/ana,where- 
by from the Weaver to the Dyer, Setter, Preſſer, Tillet-maker, and Seal-maker, 
Thouſands of poor Families in Exg/and were maintained ; Whereas now the Inter- 
loper Exports ſeveral ſorts of Woollen Manufatture raw from the Loom. 

And ſo ſenſible already are the Cloth-buyers at Hamburgh, who keep the moſt 
Eminent Marts in Germazy, of the miſchief accruing towards them by Aliens, get- 
ting denization in Exgland, and then turning Factors for Aliens, that they have of- 
ren requeſted the Company at Hamburgh, for redreſs therein, complaining rhat the 
can no longer take off the Ezo/iſh Woollen ManutaCture, if ſuch Aliens, or Deni- 
zens are ſuffered to ſupply the Retailer with ſuch traſh, which the Retailer again 
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vends on the credit and reputation of Members of the Company, to- ſuch who find- 
ing ſo vaſt a difference to what it formerly was, imputes the diſcredit thereof to all 
Engliſh Cloth. | | 

It is well known that theſe foreign born Factors providing goods for Aliens often 
prove very deſtructive to the Clothier ; tor having crept into Credit with ſeveral 
FaQors, when they are deep in their debts, they take an opportunity to flie the 
Land, and ſo the poor Clothier is cheated of his Cloth, to his Impoveriſhment and 
Rune. | 

That in the Thirtieth Year of His Majeſties Reign, - the Clothiers of all the moſt 
Emingnt Clothing Counties in Ezgland, Petitioned the Houſe of Commons in be- | 
half of -chis Company, which Petitions are ready to be produced. - Il 

The Members of the Company are a great number, and many of great Eſtates, 
able to manage a greater Trade than ever hath been, or can be driven between 
England, and the parts of their Priviledges, which Trade now being too -{mall - 
for their Capitals, ſeveral Members are forced to Lanch out into other Trades: 

That the Opponents of the Company, though ſome of them naturalized, or-In- 
dennized, are only Lodgers, pay no Taxes, breed up no Ezzliſh, but Foreign Ser- 
vants, and wholly employ Foreign Shipping, neither do they keep any Stock of. 

Wollen Manufacture on their Hands beyond the Seas. 

The Company being confinefl to Mart-Towns by their ſtipulation, is the very ſup- | 
port of the Trade of the Woollen ManufaQture in thoſe Parts ; for ſhould the ſeveral If! 
Traders be diſperſt, no Man could be encouraged to keep quantities of Woollen Ma- 
nufacture on hand, either at Hambyrgh, or any other City, or Town ;: becauſe there 
would be no concourſe of Buyers to one Place more than another, nor could the 
Ezeliſh Factors be encouraged fo as to get a livelihood ; To employ. Foreigners will 
be dangerous to Mens Eſtates, and put the Trade, 1n little time, wholly into their 
hands ; and as the Trade will be loſt, ſoalſo the Employ of Ezeliſh Shipping to thoſe 
Parts, having its natural dependence on the Company. 


4 And Traders fo diſperſt, in time of War, there will be no carrying oft the Wook '* 
len Manufacture of this Nation. into thoſe Parts : Whereas the Fellowſhip have al- 
ways uſed to-prepare ſeveral great Ships loaden. with Cloth, as well at Hl, as-the 


Port of Loxdoz,- and then upon their Humble Petition -to His Majeſty never failed . 
of ſufficient Convoy. ; 1 

That if the Trade be not kept under a due Regulation, the Interlopers will have 
ealie opportunities to diſgrace the Exg/iſh Woollen ManufaQtury, by falſe packing, V 
and vending it il|-wrought, which the Company by their By-Laws have provided. 
againſt ; great Impoſitions and Taxes will be laid upon all Woollen ManufaQures, 
as is already done in other Countries, for want of the like ſtipulations ; Shipping for 
thoſe Parts will wholly ceaſe ; the Ezgliſh Merchant will be-diſcouraged, and in time 
become extin&, in regard the Trade muſt conſequently devolve .into the hands of 
Foreigners ; beſides many other inconveniencies, that Eamane prudence cannot fore- 
{ee, which muſt needs attend innovations upon a regulated Trade, fetled and 9g0- 


verned, about three hundred Years. All which is humbly ſubmitted to Your Lord- | v1 
{hips conſideration. | 7 | 
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